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Absolution  
 
. . . some have tried to ban me but the children 
revolted. . . and I no longer define myself by any 
relationship to men --Barbie speaking from the pen 
of Lyn Lifshin 
 
My four-year-old daughter 
Born to a mother 
determined to deter her 
from a Barbie doll ideal 
 
Begged for one of those 
eating disorder sourcing 
fashion fetish effecting 
plastic surgery producing 
playthings 
 
About as healthy a toy 
as a hand grenade I grumbled 
in Woolworth’s while gliding my thumb  
over the equivalent of thirty-nine-inch breast bumps 
My only lesbian interlude to date 
 
If you still want one at eighteen 
you can have her I said 
At four she already knew 
I’d put Barbie in the same bracket 
as drugs, cigarettes and unsafe sex 
 



Not to be subjugated 
by any anti-sexist mother 
She entered Woolworth’s coloring contest 
And won the coveted doll of discord 
 
Fourteen years later when college 
called for the collapse of Barbie’s dollhouse 
I placed each piece in padded posterity 
But an ache of emptiness propelled  
the unpacking of the heirloom 
 
And the solicitation of an electrician 
for the illumination of the miniature household 
Hardwired in soft memories  
Enlightened by my own Barbie's liberation 
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