
Two Poems by Lynn Hansen
 

 
Raymond 
 
I wonder if you remember  
asking me to play hide and seek.  
Did you watch as I faced  
the dark corner of the shed   
covering my eyes waiting 
for you to hide, not expecting  
to see you when I turned around?  
I was five, obeying 
the game rules I knew. 
 
I wonder if you remember 
my wide-eyed look of surprise 
as I turned and found  
you standing in front of me 
with pants unzipped, hanging open 
showing your big hard thing 
or my grimace when you forced 
me to touch you there. 
You were sixteen. 
 
I wonder if you remember  
my gasp as you thrust  
your hands into my panties  
or my wriggle as I tried  
to get away.  
 
 
 



Did you let me go because I  
promised not to tell,  
agreed to return, 
 
began to cry? 
 
 
Unleashed 
 
You can’t remember what was said 
to ignite your verbal explosion, 
a cascade of wrath tearing 
through a barricade of composure 
when rebar of self-restraint 
at last had failed. 
 
You don’t remember towering 
over me to shout your rebuke 
for my offenses you absorbed 
in small doses like strychnine –  
lethal  
when accumulated. 
 
You don’t remember my surprise 
at your outburst, my face twisting  
in fear as I recoiled 
away from you, wondering 
if you would strike me – 
hammer on anvil. 
 
But, you do remember 
your intense fury, 
how shaken you were after 



delivering your unmeasured assault, 
how the adrenalin of anger persisted 
and resolved 
nothing. 
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