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Hawaii 
 
The missionary’s son 
owned sugar plantations 
The sweetness of psalms 
folded before the sweetness of cane 
 
Sweetness was all anyone wanted 
but ultimately it all went to sucralose 
aspartame 
cyclamate, like a warning of climate change 
 
Skinny girls roll in beds together 
giggling, headed to effortless lesbianism 
and man-hatred  
 
and in the end white Midwesterners got all the wealth 
 
We got sourball 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Chocolate 
 
My brain chemistry is being changed 
though I’m still blocked from bathing 
and changing my clothes 
My shrink says: To increase motivation  
go roll in the mud 
 
I agree: that would be a good field trip 
and the results would include  
hiding my fat 
Wait! That’s not fat 
It’s chocolate  
reincarnated 
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